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Purpose of Presentation 

 Three main purposes: 
 Inform participants about the GHS 
 Highlight the benefits of the GHS to participants and to 

Barbados 
 To raise awareness about GHS communication tools 
 Labels 
 Safety Data Sheets (SDS) 
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Outline of Presentation 

Overview of 
the GHS 

Communication 
Tools 

Summary 
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Overview of the GHS 4 



What is the GHS? 

 It is a very thorough method for: 
 determining the hazards of chemicals 
 determining the severity of those hazards 
 communicating information on chemical hazards 
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Why was the GHS developed? 
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Why was the GHS developed? 
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What are the benefits? 

 For Government 
 lower costs to health care because of less chemical 

related incidents. 
 improved protection for workers and the public from 

hazard related to chemicals. 
 reduced costs of enforcement by avoiding duplication 

of effort in creating national systems. 
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What are the benefits? 

 For Companies 
 safer work environments. 
 reduced cost of compliance with hazard communication 

regulations. 
 improved corporate image and credibility. 
 compliance with the Safety and Health at Work Act. 
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What are the benefits? 

 For the worker and the 
public 
 greater awareness of 

hazards, which could 
result in safer use of 
chemicals in the 
workplace and at 
home. 
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How is the GHS applied? 
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Communication Tools 

 Main tools used by the 
GHS: 
 Labels 
 Safety Data Sheets 

(SDS) 
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Further Information 

 United Nations (UN) publication 
of the GHS 

 Fifth revised edition, 2013 
 Outlines the provisions in four 

parts: 
 Introduction (scope, definitions, 

hazard communication) 
 Classification criteria for health 

hazards 
 Classification criteria for health 

hazards 
 Classification of environmental 

hazards 
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Activities 14 



Activity #1 – Labels 

 Working in groups of at most four people: 
1. List the pieces of information that you generally see 

on a chemical label. 
2. Identify three (3) pieces of information that you think 

should be on a chemical label but are not normally 
found on those labels. 

 
 Time: 10 minutes 
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GHS Labels 

 Generally, GHS labels contain 7 pieces of 
information: 
 Harmonized label elements: 
 Symbol/pictogram 
 Signal Word 
 Hazard statement(s) 

 Other core information to be provided: 
 Product identifier 
 Supplier information 
 Precautionary statement(s) 
 Supplemental information 
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Activity #2 - Pictograms 

 Working in pairs or individually: 
1. Select the pictogram which best corresponds with the 

question asked. 
2. Records its number in the box provided. 
3. Use each pictogram only once. 

 Time: 5 minutes 

18 





GHS Pictograms – Transport Sector 

 Transport sector uses 
pictograms in the UN 
Recommendation on 
the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods, 
Model Regulation. 
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Orange Book 

 UN Recommendation on the 
Transport of Dangerous 
Goods, Model Regulation. 

 16th revised edition (2009) 
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Activity #3 – Safety Data Sheets 

 In groups of four, 
identify the differences 
of the SDS to: 
 those that you currently 

use; or  
 have worked with in the 

past. 

 Time: 5 minutes 
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GHS Safety Data Sheets 

 A SDS provides: 
 comprehensive information about a chemical 
 information that allows employers and users to: 
 protect the environment 
 protect workers 

 valuable information to: 
 people involved with the transport of dangerous goods 
 emergency responders 
 poison centres 
 consumers 
 people involved with professional use of pesticides 
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GHS Safety Data Sheets 

1. Identification 
2. Hazard identification 
3. Composition/information 

on ingredients 
4. First aid measures 
5. Fire fighting measures 
6. Accidental release 

measures 
7. Handling and storage 
8. Exposure 

controls/personal 
protection 
 

9. Physical and chemical 
properties 

10. Stability and reactivity 
11. Toxicological information 
12. Ecological information 
13. Disposal information 
14. Transport information 
15. Regulatory information 
16. Other information 
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Review 

 The GHS is a tool: 
 To enhance the protection of human health and the 

environment by ensuring that chemical hazards are 
communicated in a simple and consistent manner. 

 Benefits of the GHS include: 
 protection of the environment 
 reduction in health care costs 
 reduction in the number of work related accidents 
  promotion of safer work environments 
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Review 

 To communicate hazards, the GHS uses: 
 Labels 
 Safety Data Sheets 

 Label should contain at least four components: 
 Pictograms 
 Signal Word 
 Hazard Statements 
 Product Identifier 

 SDS should contain at least 16 categories of 
information 
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Remember to… 

1. 

2. 



Time for questions 29 
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